1.  Are you in favour of sinking Okanagan Lake Bridge into Okanagan Lake?  If so why and if not why? 
 
Like others, I am awaiting more technical information of the environmental impacts of sinking the pontoons in the lake. I am very concerned about protecting our environement and, as such, if studies show that sinking the pontoons would be deleterious to the lake ecology, I would not be in favour of it.
 
 
2.  If you are elected,  would you support amending the current pesticide bylaw to not allow commercial pesticide applicators to spray cosmetic pesticides in the City of Kelowna? When the bylaw comes into force in 2009 homeowners will not be allowed to spray cosmetic pesticides within City limits. 
 
Yes.
 
3.  On October 24, 2007, in a memo to the City Manager, the City planning department made recommendations regarding the OCP Growth Strategy for the South Pandosy Sector (Mission area). They included withholding support for any development until there has been public input into the Official Community Plan, withholding support for development variance permit applications or rezoning applications that result in height beyond four stories for commercial and residential and six stories for apartment/hotels and eight stories for the Lakeshore/Watt site. 
 
Currently development applications for the Mission area have come before the Advisory planning commission such as the Mission group's Aqua project proposing variance of the height to accommodate three high rise towers. Other development applications in the area include Manteo, Hiawatha trailer park, Gyro Beach Resort (all seeking height variances) and a current project being built by MKS on Trusswell Road. 
 
If elected, what is your position on the proposed developments in the Mission area?  What course of action to you propose to deal with the height issues as well as the capacity and transportation issues? 
 
I fully support the recommendations of the planning department in its October 24 memo and was very disappointed with the Advisory Planning Commission which totally ignored the advice of the planning department (which it often does) in recommending in favour of the Aqua development. I would favour reconstituting the APC with different people as I think the growth-for-growth sake bunch that is currently on the APC is not serving the best interests of the community. 
 
 
4.  What is your vision on helping Kelowna become a sustainable City?
 
The essence of sustainability is living within our resources. There are candidates running in this election who speak about "sustainable growth" and "the business case for sustainability," the latter being uncontrolled growth that is LEED certified. I think such notions are ridiculous and that in order to be a sustainable city we must conduct a study to determine our optimal population size based on the availability of resources such as water and quality of life considerations. Having infinite growth in a finite environment is an impossible situation and, unfortunately, I seem to be the only candidate who recognizes this.
 
 
 
5.  Okanagan Lake is the major source of drinking water for the North, Central and South Okanagan populations.  What steps would you take to ensure that water quality is protected and enhanced? As well, what is your opinion on how effective the Okanagan Basin Water Board has been on protecting Okanagan Lake. 
 
Again, we must control our population size. Ecosystems can only handle so many people with their polluting impacts. I would like to see more power given the Okanagan Basin Water Board, perhaps allowing them to have a veto on major development applications if the Board deems that they will adversely affect the water supply or quality for existing residents.
 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to answer your questions.
 
John Zeger
Candidate for City Councillor
City of Kelowna
