Response from Moe Rajabally

  

1.  Are you in favour of sinking Okanagan Lake Bridge into Okanagan Lake?  If so why and if not why?

1. I have been doing research on that topic and I found too many unanswered questions about the eco-system and water-quality, not to mention the long-term effect. However, the Okanagan Lake Bridge Project is a private/public partnership. The Ministry of Transportation partnered with Canada's largest engineering firm, SNC Lavalin, to design, build, operate and maintain the new bridge and to decommission the old bridge. What is in the contract about disposal pontoons?

 

2. If you are elected, would you support amending the current pesticide bylaw to not allow commercial pesticide applicators to spray cosmetic pesticides in the City of Kelowna? When the bylaw comes into force in 2009 homeowners will not be allowed to spray cosmetic pesticides within City limits.

Yes, I would, but with one caveat. I would like the bylaw phase-in so that people employed by commercial pesticide companies have time to seek alternate employment or be redeployed, as they have a family to support. Idealism is nice, but we also have to look at reality.  

 

3.  On October 24, 2007, in a memo to the City Manager, the City planning department made recommendations regarding the OCP Growth Strategy for the South Pandosy Sector (Mission area). They included withholding support for any development until there has been public input into the Official Community Plan, withholding support for development variance permit applications or rezoning applications that result in height beyond four stories for commercial and residential and six stories for apartment/hotels and eight stories for the Lakeshore/Watt site. 

 

Currently development applications for the Mission area have come before the Advisory planning commission such as the Mission group's Aqua project proposing variance of the height to accommodate three high rise towers. Other development applications in the area include Manteo, Hiawatha trailer park, Gyro Beach Resort (all seeking height variances) and a current project being built by MKS on Trusswell Road. 

 

If elected, what is your position on the proposed developments in the Mission area?  What course of action to you propose to deal with the height issues as well as the capacity and transportation issues?

I agree with withholding support until there is adequate and proper consultation with the neighbourhood. I am aware of these projects and I have my own concerns. I cannot stop growth and I do not believe anyone could. However, height restriction is an important factor because it would be an eye sore when all houses around would be dwarfed. 

 

 

3. What is your vision on helping Kelowna become a sustainable City?

I do not do anything without adequate research. I am not going to make promises just for votes. I understand what a sustainable City is. I am worried about water supply, clean air, and nature preservation.

4. Okanagan Lake is the major source of drinking water for the North, Central and South Okanagan populations.  What steps would you take to ensure that water quality is protected and enhanced? As well, what is your opinion on how effective the Okanagan Basin Water Board has been on protecting Okanagan Lake?

I cannot take any step alone. I will need the cooperation of the majority on Council. At this moment, I do not have the time to thoroughly research this topic, although I have a pretty good idea what the question implies.

