Response from J.C. Rathwell

1.    Are you in favour of sinking Okanagan Lake Bridge into Okanagan Lake?  If so why and if not why?

I am Not in favor of sinking the new bridge into Okanagan Lake. The lake is not trash can and should not be treated as one. There has to be another use for the bridge. We need to be held more accountable for our actions.

 

2.    If you are elected,  would you support amending the current pesticide bylaw to not allow commercial pesticide applicators to spray cosmetic pesticides in the City of Kelowna? When the bylaw comes into force in 2009 homeowners will not be allowed to spray cosmetic pesticides within City limits.  
If there is a way to do the same job that cosmetic pesticides do, at the same cost, then absolutely yes. 

 

 

3.      If elected, what is your position on the proposed developments in the Mission area?  What course of action to you propose to deal with the height issues as well as the capacity and transportation issues? 
We need to start looking 20-30 even 50 years down the road. There will be 100,000 More people living in Kelowna. We have to build up. I can envision a population of Kelowna of over 300,000 people all living in Kelowna, So I am for development, at a rate that will  keep up or be ahead of the demand. We can not stop growth all we can do is manage it.

 

4.    What is your vision on helping Kelowna become a sustainable City? 

The 3 main things I would like to see in Kelowna is people living where they work so they don’t have to commute and drive to get to work. (development/transit/environment) Building homes that are more environmentally friendly.   If you want to see a project or a vision that will help Kelowna become sustainable then Google the Venus Project in Florida. I am planning a trip there in January to see it first hand and hopefully bring back some great ideas.  

 

5.    Okanagan Lake is the major source of drinking water for the North, Central and South Okanagan populations.  What steps would you take to ensure that water quality is protected and enhanced? As well, what is your opinion on how effective the Okanagan Basin Water Board has been on protecting Okanagan Lake. 

The water quality is very important to me, I really on it. I am the President of Executive Houseboat Charters.com  and we are on the Lake from April till October and hope to turn our business into a four seasons enterprise. 

One thing I would work to implement right away is that ALL grey water AND black water from ALL craft using Okanagan Lake be contained and NOT pumped into the water.  It’s sewage no matter how you look at it and it needs be treated as sewage.  

 



