Response of Cheryl Stone

Earthcare Questionairre

1. Are you in favour of sinking Okanagan Lake Bridge into Okanagan Lake?  If so why and if not why?

We are still not sure what effects it would have on the eco system and I feel that more discussion should be done on this issue.

2. If you are elected, would you support amending the current pesticide bylaw to not allow commercial pesticide applicators to spray cosmetic pesticides in the City of Kelowna? When the bylaw comes into force in 2009 homeowners will not be allowed to spray cosmetic pesticides within City limits. 

We all realize that commercial pesticides are dangerous. Our main industry here in the Okanagan is orchards and farming. Many farmers/orchardists will be upset about this decision; however, we must take a stand at some point to ensure a safe and healthy environment for future generations. I do agree with this amendment.

3. On October 24, 2007, in a memo to the City Manager, the City planning department made recommendations regarding the OCP Growth Strategy for the South Pandosy Sector (Mission area). They included withholding support for any development until there has been public input into the Official Community Plan, withholding support for development variance permit applications or rezoning applications that result in height beyond four stories for commercial and residential and six stories for apartment/hotels and eight stories for the Lakeshore/Watt site. Currently development applications for the Mission area have come before the Advisory planning commission such as the Mission group's Aqua project proposing variance of the height to accommodate three high rise towers. Other development applications in the area include Manteo, Hiawatha trailer park, Gyro Beach Resort (all seeking height variances) and a current project being built by MKS on Trusswell Road.  If elected, what is your position on the proposed developments in the Mission area?  What course of action to you propose to deal with the height issues as well as the capacity and transportation issues? 

If elected my position on the proposed developments in the Mission area would be to limit the height of commercial/residential to four stories and apartment/hotels to six/eight stories. I am not in favour of making our waterfront look like Vancouver or any other large city. I do realize that high densification, for housing is a must given our lack of space here in the Kelowna area, however, further back from our lake front would be my choice. My action would be to vote with the residents who live in this area on this issue.

4. What is your vision on helping Kelowna become a sustainable City?

I believe that all residents must have access to clean water, air and soil, recreation, transportation, living wage employment and safe and healthy affordable. 

5. Okanagan Lake is the major source of drinking water for the North, Central and South Okanagan populations.  What steps would you take to ensure that water quality is protected and enhanced? As well, what is your opinion on how effective the Okanagan Basin Water Board has been on protecting Okanagan Lake.

We live in a beautiful area with lovely lakes and beaches, lush green orchards, however, due to the rapid population growth, climate change, and creeping encroachment on Mother Nature’s ecological support system, the Okanagan Basin has become one of the most heavily-stressed water systems in all of Canada. We must start thinking “water smart”. We need to ensure that pollution control, development, land use, water quality, agriculture, and funding from other levels of government, are under control in our community. The Okanagan Water Stewardship Council has prepared a Sustainable Water Strategy. This document sets out a long range vision and twelve Guiding Principles to manage water, in both quantity and quality, for decades to come. I believe that continuing this kind of work will benefit the long range planning for our future here in the Okanagan.

