Response of Dorothee Birker

1.Are you in favour of sinking Okanagan Lake Bridge into Okanagan Lake?  If so why and if not why?  

No I am not.  I have been trying to get more information on both sides of this issue and I am more and more convinced that the environmental impact and the negative impact on our drinking water are too much to justify sinking the pontoons.  We need to find other alternatives and also remember that while sometimes an option seems more expensive at the onset, the “cheaper” options often result in far more costs down the road as we try to fix the ramifications of being “penny-wise and pound-foolish”. 
 

2.If you are elected, would you support amending the current pesticide bylaw to not allow commercial pesticide applicators to spray cosmetic pesticides in the City of Kelowna? When the bylaw comes into force in 2009 homeowners will not be allowed to spray cosmetic pesticides within City limits.  

Yes I would like to see us use fewer pesticides and need to find new solutions without poisoning our environment.
 

3.  On October 24, 2007, in a memo to the City Manager, the City planning department made recommendations regarding the OCP Growth Strategy for the South Pandosy Sector (Mission area). They included withholding support for any development until there has been public input into the Official Community Plan, withholding support for development variance permit applications or rezoning applications that result in height beyond four stories for commercial and residential and six stories for apartment/hotels and eight stories for the Lakeshore/Watt site. 
 

Currently development applications for the Mission area have come before the Advisory planning commission such as the Mission group's Aqua project proposing variance of the height to accommodate three high rise towers. Other development applications in the area include Manteo, Hiawatha trailer park, Gyro Beach Resort (all seeking height variances) and a current project being built by MKS on Trusswell Road. 
 

If elected, what is your position on the proposed developments in the Mission area?  What course of action to you propose to deal with the height issues as well as the capacity and transportation issues? 

I believe we need to go up and stop urban sprawl, however, access to waterfront is a key issue for me and I would prefer to see tall towers set back from the lake.  I would need to see more information on the proposed plans for development.  

I am also concerned about the displacement of seniors from the Hiawatha Park.  
 

 

4.  What is your vision on helping Kelowna become a sustainable City?

I believe we need to:

- have a strong and diverse economy as a base for our community to be sustainable. 

- safeguard and maintain access to a way of life and I want to ensure Quality of Life opportunities for all in our community, including seniors, youth, families and individuals. 

- build green – development is a reality for us as a growing City but we need to encourage and demand green technology and standards be met in new developments

- need to build up – urban sprawl takes away our green space and also increases the need for roads and infrastructure further out from the centre.

- improving town centre models where services and conveniences are available to residents in a neighborhood without getting into their cars.  

- improved options for moving through our community – whether increased transit service or bike and walking paths.  We need to decrease our reliance on cars and building more roads isn’t always the best way to move people.  

- protect our green space and access to the waterfront

- work regionally on environmental issues, including air quality and water issues

- work regionally on roads and transportation links

 

5.  Okanagan Lake is the major source of drinking water for the North, Central and South Okanagan populations.  What steps would you take to ensure that water quality is protected and enhanced? As well, what is your opinion on how effective the Okanagan Basin Water Board has been on protecting Okanagan Lake. 

We need to approach this on a regional basis and acknowledge that the actions of all municipalities have an impact on each other when it comes to water quality.  Solutions will only be found when we think creatively, are committed to protecting our water sources and to finding ways to ensure future water supply. 

The Okanagan Basin Water Board overall has been effective in working collaboratively and creating awareness of our water issues and I think it’s increased mandate to offer leadership on water stewardship through the Water Stewardship Council needs to be maintained and even expanded on.      

