Response of Jason Rock

1.  Are you in favour of sinking Okanagan Lake Bridge into Okanagan Lake?  If so why and if not why?
I would like to hear both sides of the issue from the Ministry of the Environment and independent environmentalists.  And just because the MOI approves it, it does not mean I accept the answer as I would favor the data from the independents first.  My gut tells me this is not a good option as concrete is full of chemicals that break down and the lake bead will be destroyed for years to come.
 

2.  If you are elected,  would you support amending the current pesticide bylaw to not allow commercial pesticide applicators to spray cosmetic pesticides in the City of Kelowna? When the bylaw comes into force in 2009 homeowners will not be allowed to spray cosmetic pesticides within City limits. 
I feel all non-organic pesticides should be banned.
 

3.  On October 24, 2007, in a memo to the City Manager, the City planning department made recommendations regarding the OCP Growth Strategy for the South Pandosy Sector (Mission area). They included withholding support for any development until there has been public input into the Official Community Plan, withholding support for development variance permit applications or rezoning applications that result in height beyond four stories for commercial and residential and six stories for apartment/hotels and eight stories for the Lakeshore/Watt site. 
 

Currently development applications for the Mission area have come before the Advisory planning commission such as the Mission group's Aqua project proposing variance of the height to accommodate three high rise towers. Other development applications in the area include Manteo, Hiawatha trailer park, Gyro Beach Resort (all seeking height variances) and a current project being built by MKS on Trusswell Road. 
 

If elected, what is your position on the proposed developments in the Mission area?  What course of action to you propose to deal with the height issues as well as the capacity and transportation issues? 
No high rises other than in the downtown.

 

4.  What is your vision on helping Kelowna become a sustainable City?
I feel the densification of the downtown is the start.  Urban sprawl is the one thing that will ruin our city.  People should be living, working and playing in the downtown and then we will be able to reduce the amount of travel required within the entire city.  Along with this strategy, recycling, protecting our water, more bike paths, and more parks with green space will allow us to grow proportionally with the environment.  If we don’t grow proportionally, then the environment will be the first to suffer if we don’t have strong leadership within our city council.
 

5.  Okanagan Lake is the major source of drinking water for the North, Central and South Okanagan populations.  What steps would you take to ensure that water quality is protected and enhanced? As well, what is your opinion on how effective the Okanagan Basin Water Board has been on protecting Okanagan Lake. 
We have too many water boards.  There should be one master water board that works with all stakeholders to ensure we protect the entire valley, not just pockets.  This board would be made up of elected officials, environmentalists, and industry to ensure we balance our needs for today and the future.
 
Thank-you

Jason Rock

www.jason-rock.com

