Response of Kevin Craig

Hello Lloyd,
Please accept my apologies for the late submission – I mixed up your deadline with another survey’s. If it’s any consolation, the other group was thrilled to have my answers several days early.
I have been having some difficulty with attachments lately so my answers are included below in the body of this email.
Keep up the great work – it is time for City Council to catch up with organizations like yours and start making meaningful changes to achieve sustainability goals!
Regards,
Kevin Craig
 
1.  Are you in favour of sinking Okanagan Lake Bridge into Okanagan Lake?  If so why and if not why?
I do not favour sinking the pontoons from the old bridge. I would only support this initiative if scientific proof could be provided showing that there would be not be significant environmental consequences, and so far I have seen none. Water is the most precious resource we have, and we owe it to future generations to protect the quality and supply of water in Kelowna. Sinking the pontoons would be a mistake.
 
2.  If you are elected, would you support amending the current pesticide bylaw to not allow commercial pesticide applicators to spray cosmetic pesticides in the City of Kelowna? When the bylaw comes into force in 2009 homeowners will not be allowed to spray cosmetic pesticides within City limits. 
Until the provincial government bans the sale of cosmetic pesticides, I cannot support an amendment which would ban commercial applicators from applying those pesticides. With these substances available for sale to the public, we cannot stop people from obtaining cosmetic pesticides, so we must ensure at least that they are applied properly, and this means allowing commercial applicators to continue operating. I do, however, recognize that there are significant side-effects to cosmetic pesticides and as a Councillor, I would lobby the provincial government to place an outright ban on the sale of cosmetic pesticides, as Quebec has done.
 
3.  On October 24, 2007, in a memo to the City Manager, the City planning department made recommendations regarding the OCP Growth Strategy for the South Pandosy Sector (Mission area). They included withholding support for any development until there has been public input into the Official Community Plan, withholding support for development variance permit applications or rezoning applications that result in height beyond four stories for commercial and residential and six stories for apartment/hotels and eight stories for the Lakeshore/Watt site.
 
Currently development applications for the Mission area have come before the Advisory planning commission such as the Mission group's Aqua project proposing variance of the height to accommodate three high rise towers. Other development applications in the area include Manteo, Hiawatha trailer park, Gyro Beach Resort (all seeking height variances) and a current project being built by MKS on Trusswell Road.
 
If elected, what is your position on the proposed developments in the Mission area?  What course of action to you propose to deal with the height issues as well as the capacity and transportation issues?
I support the City Manager’s recommendation. If a project is rezoning beyond its current land use designation in the OCP, the decision should not be made until after public input has been received regarding future land use in the area. I have concerns about the ability of that area to handle a significant increase in population – Lakeshore is already a high-traffic road and an influx of new residents to that neighbourhood could cause significant disruption to the flow of traffic. This area should be given careful consideration during the current OCP Review.
 
 
4.  What is your vision on helping Kelowna become a sustainable City?
I am committed to making Kelowna one of the most sustainable cities in Canada. I believe that Council’s growth management and transportation policies will have the most significant impact on our ability to reach that goal. As a councillor, I would be committed to following smart growth principles, particularly the densification of urban areas. To complement that, I would place public transit and non-motorized traffic at the centre of transportation policy. We need to make it practical for people to get out of their cars and onto busses, bikes, and sidewalks. Over the next three years, I will work to make that happen.
5.  Okanagan Lake is the major source of drinking water for the North, Central and South Okanagan populations.  What steps would you take to ensure that water quality is protected and enhanced? As well, what is your opinion on how effective the Okanagan Basin Water Board has been on protecting Okanagan Lake.
First and foremost, ensuring that the pontoons from the old bridge are not sunk into the lake will go a long way in protecting our water. In addition, residents need to be educated about their roles in maintaining a high level of water quality – we cannot have harmful chemicals going down our storm drains after uninformed residents wash their cars with non-biodegradable soaps. I support the efforts of the Okanagan Basin Water Board and believe they can play an important role moving forward.
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