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1. Are you in favour of sinking Okanagan Lake Bridge into Okanagan Lake? If

so why and if not why?

Yes, subject to the protection of water quality and clarity. My concern is

that the plan to sink the bridge pontoons has avoided public

consultation. Recent information suggests that the plan to sink the

bridge did not go through a public environmental review process. Such

a process is needed to determine the potential impacts of this plan on

our drinking water supply.

2. If you are elected, would you support amending the current pesticide bylaw to

not allow commercial pesticide applicators to spray cosmetic pesticides in the

City of Kelowna? When the bylaw comes into force in 2009 homeowners will

not be allowed to spray cosmetic pesticides within City limits.

Yes, subject to compliance with the SIR program.

3. On October 24, 2007, in a memo to the City Manager, the City planning

department made recommendations regarding the OCP Growth Strategy for

the South Pandosy Sector (Mission area). They included withholding support

for any development until there has been public input into the Official

Community Plan, withholding support for development variance permit

applications or rezoning applications that result in height beyond four stories

for commercial and residential and six stories for apartment/hotels and eight

stories for the Lakeshore/Watt site.

Currently development applications for the Mission area have come before

the Advisory planning commission such as the Mission group's Aqua project

proposing variance of the height to accommodate three high rise

towers. Other development applications in the area include Manteo, Hiawatha

trailer park, Gyro Beach Resort (all seeking height variances) and a current

project being built by MKS on Trusswell Road.

If elected, what is your position on the proposed developments in the Mission

area? What course of action do you propose to deal with the height issues as

well as the capacity and transportation issues?
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I am in favour of withholding any variances until the OCP is complete.

4. What is your vision on helping Kelowna become a sustainable City?

Water:

Sustainable water strategy includes source water protection for upper

watersheds, Okanagan Lake and groundwater. This would work towards

limited access watersheds, a comprehensive valley wide strategy for

protecting the valley Lakes (main stem) and land use zoning for

groundwater recharge and unconfined aquifer areas.

I have served on the editorial board for the recently released Okanagan

Sustainable Water Strategy and ask you to refer to that document for an

in-depth action plan for sustainable water resource management.

I have also implemented what the federal government’s Policy Research

Initiative calls the first agricultural water metering program in Canada to

effectively reduce water use while maintaining adequate water for

farming. The South East Kelowna Irrigation District’s (SEKID) program

is the subject of a federal briefing note in the Sustainable Development

Briefing Note Series. The document concludes: “SEKID is now well

equipped to adapt to future water supply challenges.” This document is

available online at:

http://www.policyresearch.gc.ca/doclib/BN_SD_PricingWater_200702_e.pdf.

Energy:

Sustainable development within the city would also include alternative

sustainable energy sources and net-metering of private energy systems

such as wind, solar, geothermal and hydraulic systems.

These types of technologies are expected to provide thousands of new

jobs. I.e. installing solar panels and ground source heat and retrofitting

buildings for greater energy efficiency.

The city can work with existing organizations, including the B.C.

Sustainable Energy Association, the Cascadia Region Green Building

Council, and groups like the Okanagan Environmental Industry Alliance,

(OEIA) to learn more about renewable energy technologies and to come

up with a plan to adopt more of these technologies.

Greenhouse Gas Reduction:

I would expect GHG reduction targets as provided by Bill 44

(Greenhouse Gas Reduction Targets Act) would be achievable. The

targets call for greenhouse gas emissions to be at least 33% less by

2020 (than in 2007) and at least 80% less by 2050. I support the goals of
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the Green Communities Act, to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and

promote energy and water conservation.

The city can work with existing organizations, including the B.C.

Sustainable Energy Association, the Cascadia Region Green Building

Council, and groups like the Okanagan Environmental Industry Alliance,

(OEIA) to learn more about renewable energy technologies and to come

up with a plan to adopt more of these technologies.

Transportation:

To reduce the impact of the city work force on the environment, the city

could Invest in more alternative vehicles (hybrid, electric), implement an

idling rule, promote telecommuting and create a bonus system whereby

employees would receive 10% of measurable fuel savings (i.e. use

incentives to motivate those who best know how to reduce fuel

emissions by doing their jobs more efficiently).

Urban form should be encouraged that promotes alternative

transportation. Bike and pedestrian paths independent from roadways

are most practical in existing town centres already slated for higher

density. The new Official Community Plan should identify areas where

this can be done and, as redevelopment occurs, the city can obtain the

land needed for these uses.

It makes sense to encourage new development to provide for these

amenities through the development approval process, but this approach

will again work better in higher density town centres, where

consideration should be given to allow contributions towards

alternative transportation (bikes, walking, electric scooters) in lieu of

parking requirements.

The Cycling Infrastructure Partnerships Program is a cost-shared

program where the Government of British Columbia partners with local

governments to build new transportation cycling infrastructure and

promote cycling to work or school. The goal is to reduce our reliance on

vehicles and cut back on green house gas emissions. Kelowna needs to

take full advantage of these programs.

Development:

Urban sprawl should be discouraged in the new Official Community

Plan by increasing the rate structure for developments that do not

achieve higher density. Currently, the city has differing Development

Cost Charge rates for single family dwellings and apartments.

Under Bill 27 (Green Communities Act) similar incentives for increasing

density could be achieved by varying rates for residential lots by lot size

and number of units allowed per lot. For example, classifications could

be made for residences with suites and carriage houses that would pay
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a lower rate than single family units. Allowances could also be made for

energy and water efficient buildings and landscape.

The city should also adopt the same LEED standard as the provincial

government for all new municipal buildings.

5. Okanagan Lake is the major source of drinking water for the North, Central

and South Okanagan populations. What steps would you take to ensure that

water quality is protected and enhanced? As well, what is your opinion on

how effective the Okanagan Basin Water Board has been on protecting

Okanagan Lake?

The OBWB has been highly effective in cleaning up Lake Okanagan.

Since the mid-seventies the board has provided tens of millions of

dollars in grants to local governments for wastewater treatment

throughout the region.

The direct result is that the lake has gone from a eutrophic, algal bloom

ridden mess in the sixties to the relatively pristine condition it is in

today - the nitrogen and phosphorus levels in the lake are now at levels

not seen since before European settlement. The OBWB continues its

work on eliminating septic fields throughout the valley to this day.

The next challenge for the OBWB is to encourage the development of

municipal storm water treatment, encourage increased regulation to

minimize recreational impacts and research and monitor the levels of

new contaminants in the lake such as pharmaceuticals and endocrine

disrupters. The OBWB is the ideal governance structure uniquely

capable of building consensus among local governments and making a

real difference in regional water resource management.
