1.  Are you in favour of sinking Okanagan Lake Bridge into Okanagan Lake?  If so why and if not why?  I have asked for a full environmental review, including the impacts on turbidity, through a motion and letter from the RegionalDistrict .  A you know, the City of Kelowna looked at the feasibility of reusing two of the pontoons and the costs were prohibitive.  There appear to have been no other takers for the pontoons so I am open to suggestions.
 

2.  If you are elected,  would you support amending the current pesticide bylaw to not allow commercial pesticide applicators to spray cosmetic pesticides in the City of Kelowna? When the bylaw comes into force in 2009 homeowners will not be allowed to spray cosmetic pesticides within City limits.  I have already voted for this, but it was not endorsed by the majority of Council.
 

3.  On October 24, 2007, in a memo to the City Manager, the City planning department made recommendations regarding the OCP Growth Strategy for the South Pandosy Sector (Mission area). They included withholding support for any development until there has been public input into the Official Community Plan, withholding support for development variance permit applications or rezoning applications that result in height beyond four stories for commercial and residential and six stories for apartment/hotels and eight stories for the Lakeshore/Watt site. 
 

Currently development applications for the Mission area have come before the Advisory planning commission such as the Mission group's Aqua project proposing variance of the height to accommodate three high rise towers. Other development applications in the area include Manteo, Hiawatha trailer park, Gyro Beach Resort (all seeking height variances) and a current project being built by MKS on Trusswell Road. 
 

If elected, what is your position on the proposed developments in the Mission area?  What course of action to you propose to deal with the height issues as well as the capacity and transportation issues? 
 

 I have already supported the Planning Department’s position of not proceeding until the OCP is reviewed.  That is the right approach.
4.  What is your vision on helping Kelowna become a sustainable City?

 
My vision is of a compact city with mixed-use growth focused in four urban centres linked by a variety of transportation choices, including transit and safe cycling routes and an urban trail network.  I have opposed rural sprawl and would advocate for an urban containment boundary.  I have consistently supported retaining the ALR on good agricultural land and am a strong advocate for expanding our regional park system and protecting environmentally sensitive areas.  I strongly support better hillside development guidelines.  I want to see all new developments subscribe to a sustainability checklist.  I want all civic projects to have LEED certification or equivalent.

 

5.  Okanagan Lake is the major source of drinking water for the North, Central and South Okanagan populations.  What steps would you take to ensure that water quality is protected and enhanced? As well, what is your opinion on how effective the Okanagan Basin Water Board has been on protecting Okanagan Lake. I have been an active member of the Okanagan Basin Water Board.  We have just completed a water management strategy which we are asking local governments to endorse.  I believe the OBWB is starting to do important work on water quality and quantity and is the ideal body to play a significant role in water management.
