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1.Are you in favour of sinking Okanagan Lake Bridge into Okanagan Lake? If so why and if not why? 

 

I am not in favour of sinking the pontoons in the lake and support the provincial government finding an alternative use. The City of Kelowna did consider the reuse as part of a dock for the end of Bernard Avenue but the cost of relocation and infrastructure to be added to the pontoons did not fit within the budget. It is very important to consider a complete scientific environmental evaluation of the impact of the sinking of the pontoons which is presently being done although if they are sunk I feel that someday someone will say: “What were they thinking?”.
 

2. If you are elected, would you support amending the current pesticide bylaw to not allow commercial pesticide applicators to spray cosmetic pesticides in the City of Kelowna? When the bylaw comes into force in 2009 homeowners will not be allowed to spray cosmetic pesticides within City limits. 

 

I would support amending the bylaw to not allow commercial pesticide applicators to spray cosmetic pesticides in the City. I did not support this compromise when the bylaw was being considered. However, PlantHealth BC was to become a mandatory requirement for all pesticide applicators and I would want to first evaluate that approach since that was agreed to and the businesses were to adhere to this. Education is essential and advocating for alternative natural approaches to pesticides and promoting the pesticide notification registry will be important. The community needs to continue to advocate for enhancement of the present bylaw.
 

3.      On October 24,2007, in a memo to the City Manager, the City planning department made recommendations regarding the OCP Growth Strategy for the South Pandosy Sector (Mission area). They included withholding support for any development until there has been public input into the Official Community Plan, withholding support for development variance permit applications or rezoning applications that result in height beyond four stories for commercial and residential and six stories for apartment/hotels and eight stories for the Lakeshore/Watt site. Currently development applications for the Mission area have come before the Advisory planning commission such as the Mission group’s Aqua project proposing variance of the height to accommodate three high rise towers. Other development applications in the area include Manteo, Hiawatha trailer park, Gyro Beach Resort (all seeking variances) and a current project being built by MKS on Trusswell Road. If elected, what is your position on the proposed developments in the Mission area? What course of action do you propose to deal with the height issues as well as the capacity and transportation issues?

 

I supported the planning departments recommendations that the OCP 2030 process must be considered prior to more units being developed other than those that fit the present 2020 plan. Sewer, water, road networks, park requirements, and drainage issues are all development related and applicants would have to identify how they would accommodate the increased density that would be projected beyond the present timeframe. I prefer the OCP 2030 plan be completed prior to any consideration of increased density in the Pandosy/Lakeshore area.
 
 

4.      What is your vision on helping Kelowna become a sustainable City?

 

 

My priority as Mayor was and is sustainability. I advocated for balancing the economic viability, protecting the environment, enhancing the social well-being, and supporting cultural initiatives. We were finalists the last two years in the provincial Green City award, improved transit, supported a valley wide air-quality plan, implemented a water sustainability plan, identified as one of five solar cities, supported density in town centres and protection of agriculture land, developing policies for homelessness and affordable housing, and enhancing pedestrian and cycle connections. Commitment to Climate change action plans, food charters, and energy alternatives support being even more sustainable. 
 

5.      Okanagan Lake is the major source of drinking water for the North, Central and South Okanagan populations. What steps would you take to ensure that water quality is protected and enhanced? As well, what is your opinion on how effective the Okanagan Water Basin board has been on protecting Okanagan Lake.

 

The City of Kelowna as one of five city water purveyors is very committed to water quality that meets Canadian drinking standards. Working with the other water purveyors throughout the valley is essential as we share one watershed. I support water smart education programs, source protection, water-metering, commitment to agriculture needs, groundwater analysis, evaluating climate change impact and studies regarding endocrine disruptors.  The OBWB study over the next year is important in identifying valley wide water management, capacity, drought planning and protection of the Okanagan basin. Water quality and quantity are the most important issues to be considered for sustainability. 
 

 

 

 

