1.  Are you in favour of sinking Okanagan Lake Bridge into Okanagan Lake?  If so why and if not why? 

No. I believe that the environmental and health risks are too high when there is alternative option, removing and recycling the concrete. The consequences to the aquatic habitat are unknown and a proper assessment has not taken place. Many of Kelowna’s drinking water intakes are in the vicinity of the bridge and the silt disturbance has the potential to create big problems with our drinking water. Recycling the concrete would help to reduce the demand for raw aggregates and gravel pits, providing a solution to another challenge our community faces. 

 

2.  If you are elected,  would you support amending the current pesticide bylaw to not allow commercial pesticide applicators to spray cosmetic pesticides in the City of Kelowna? When the bylaw comes into force in 2009 homeowners will not be allowed to spray cosmetic pesticides within City limits.  

Yes, I would support amending the bylaw. 

 

3.  On October 24, 2007, in a memo to the City Manager, the City planning department made recommendations regarding the OCP Growth Strategy for the South Pandosy Sector (Mission area). They included withholding support for any development until there has been public input into the Official Community Plan, withholding support for development variance permit applications or rezoning applications that result in height beyond four stories for commercial and residential and six stories for apartment/hotels and eight stories for the Lakeshore/Watt site. 
 

Currently development applications for the Mission area have come before the Advisory planning commission such as the Mission group's Aqua project proposing variance of the height to accommodate three high rise towers. Other development applications in the area include Manteo, Hiawatha trailer park, Gyro Beach Resort (all seeking height variances) and a current project being built by MKS on Trusswell Road. 
 

If elected, what is your position on the proposed developments in the Mission area?  What course of action to you propose to deal with the height issues as well as the capacity and transportation issues? 

 

I support waiting until the OCP process is complete and not accepting applications for variances until this time. I would need to learn more about each specific development, but I don’t personally support high rise towers in this part of the community. Regarding capacity, densification by means of lower multi-unit developments along major transportation corridors that are serviced by public transit and existing/proposed services/amenities are more appropriate. 

 

4.  What is your vision on helping Kelowna become a sustainable City?

 

I would like to see a blanket legislation on all new development requiring a high level of energy efficiency and environmental design, with a focus on water conservation and urban agriculture. With the new requirements under the BC Climate Action Plan, the City’s operations must be carbon neutral by 2012. In order to move our community towards sustainability, we must also be requiring the same high standards for new commercial, residential and industrial development. To support these green buildings, water conservation initiatives must be a priority, as well as creating an environment welcoming to a variety of strategies to grow more food locally, including roof-top gardens, garden plots in new developments, berries and fruit trees in community parks, etc. 

 

5.  Okanagan Lake is the major source of drinking water for the North, Central and South Okanagan populations.  What steps would you take to ensure that water quality is protected and enhanced? As well, what is your opinion on how effective the Okanagan Basin Water Board has been on protecting Okanagan Lake. 

 

One of the key strategies to help ensure water quality is protected is strengthening the pesticide bylaw, and also providing education and outreach to local farmers to help them reduce the amounts of pesticides used, shift to less harmful substances, or transition to organic. Enhanced storm water treatment could also be considered. I would have to do more homework on the Okanagan Basin Water Board’s efforts to protect Okanagan Lake, but based on what little I have heard about positive initiatives and the fact that we consume and waste so much water in the Okanagan, I believe they could be doing a better job. 

 

