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1.  Are you in favour of sinking Okanagan Lake Bridge into 
> Okanagan Lake?  If so why and if not why

 

I'm not in favour of this proposal.  If we sink the pontoons, there is a chance our drinking water supply could be affected.  It may not be affected at all, but there is that chance. If you simply break the pontoons down to use as composite in other materials, there is no chance of this happening. It seems like a simple decision to me.


> 2.  If you are elected,  would you support amending 
> the current pesticide bylaw to not allow commercial pesticide 
> applicators to spray cosmetic pesticides in the City of Kelowna? 
> When the bylaw comes into force in 2009 homeowners will not be 
> allowed to spray cosmetic pesticides within City limits. 

 

I believe that entire bylaw needs re-working. I believe there are far too many exclusions and, far too little emphasis on enforcement for this bylaw to have any positive effect on reducing the misuse of pesticides.  I think limiting the applications to professionals is a great start to protecting our environment and water supply.


> 3.  On October 24, 2007, in a memo to the City Manager, the 
> City planning department made recommendations regarding the OCP 
> Growth Strategy for the South Pandosy Sector (Mission area). 
> They included withholding support for any development until 
> there has been public input into the Official Community Plan, 
> withholding support for development variance permit applications 
> or rezoning applications that result in height beyond four 
> stories for commercial and residential and six stories for 
> apartment/hotels and eight stories for the Lakeshore/Watt site. 
> 
> Currently development applications for the Mission area have 
> come before the Advisory planning commission such as the Mission 
> group's Aqua project proposing variance of the height to 
> accommodate three high rise towers. Other development 
> applications in the area include Manteo, Hiawatha trailer park, 
> Gyro Beach Resort (all seeking height variances) and a current 
> project being built by MKS on Trusswell Road. 
> 
> If elected, what is your position on the proposed developments 
> in the Mission area?  What course of action to you propose 
> to deal with the height issues as well as the capacity and 
> transportation issues? 

While I am in favour of positive development, growing up and growing green, due process and public consultation MUST be followed. I believe that plans for infrastucture and roadways in the South Pandosy - Lakeshore / South Slopes must be put in place prior to the densification of those areas as is currently proposed.


> 4.  What is your vision on helping Kelowna become a 
> sustainable City?

 

I hold the vision that with proper balanced planning, taking into account the social, physical, environmental and cultures aspects of a community, growth can be economically sustainable for future generation to enjoy.  As techonologies develop, these new advances can be applied to future developments.  I support growing up green rather than growing outward.

 


> 5.  Okanagan Lake is the major source of drinking water for 
> the North, Central and South Okanagan populations.  What 
> steps would you take to ensure that water quality is protected 
> and enhanced? As well, what is your opinion on how effective the 
> Okanagan Basin Water Board has been on protecting Okanagan Lake. 

 

Protection of wetlands and upstream watersheds is key. Regional governance also key. 

 

 I applaud and appreciate the great work of the Kelowna Joint Water Committee.

On the Okanagan Basin Water Board has the new ground water bylaw tool kit that was announced last week.

BC is the only province in Canada that does not have ground water regulations.

24 of the 57 main water providers in the Okanagan Water Basin rely on ground water as their main source.

We need to protect the water source and the quality of water.  Water is the key to life, so we must work together to ensure that the water quality is protected and enhanced. Especially in this region, as water is a very limited resource.
 

I have read the Okanagan Sustainable Water Strategy, Action Plan 1.0 prepared by the Okanagan Water Stewardship Council and feel this is a great start to a long term project of critical importance.  This is a regional matter, and critical we work in a co-operative spirit.  I support responsible management and setting guidelines and rules and regulations regarding water.  We must act now, before it is too late and damage is done beyond repair.  This is our obligation and I am commitment to working on this in a supportive manner and co-operative spirit.
