Hello Lloyd
 

I am happy to attach my response to your questionaire.
My response is noted in green.
Thank-you for the opportunity to respond and should you need further clarification do not hesitate to ask.
 

Cheers,
Mark Thompson
Candiate for Council
 

1.  Are you in favour of sinking Okanagan Lake Bridge into Okanagan Lake?   Conditional Yes   

 If so why and if not why? The bridge has already been in the lake for many years.  The apparent  decision in the design build contract for the new bridge has included  responsibility for sinking the old bridge that has no economic alternative useful life. The province is responsible for the environment and it assumed that professionals have concluded that it would not place an unreasonable burden on water quality.  Unless there are clear objective professionally based arguments to demonstrate a significant environmental risk I would be opposed to consuming unnecessary tax dollars to remove the old bridge from the lake.  Some have suggested that it could be used for other purposes.  We need to recognize that it was replaced because it was considered unsafe.  The cabling used to secure the old bridge has been re used for the new bridge. Finally only the non recyclable components will be sunk and other components such as steel spans will be salvaged.
 

2.  If you are elected,  would you support amending the current pesticide bylaw to not allow commercial pesticide applicators to spray cosmetic pesticides in the City of Kelowna?    Yes   When the bylaw comes into force in 2009 homeowners will not be allowed to spray cosmetic pesticides within City limits. 
 

3.  On October 24, 2007, in a memo to the City Manager, the City planning department made recommendations regarding the OCP Growth Strategy for the South Pandosy Sector (Mission area). They included withholding support for any development until there has been public input into the Official Community Plan, withholding support for development variance permit applications or rezoning applications that result in height beyond four stories for commercial and residential and six stories for apartment/hotels and eight stories for the Lakeshore/Watt site. 
 

Currently development applications for the Mission area have come before the Advisory planning commission such as the Mission group's Aqua project proposing variance of the height to accommodate three high rise towers. Other development applications in the area include Manteo, Hiawatha trailer park, Gyro Beach Resort (all seeking height variances) and a current project being built by MKS on Trusswell Road. 
 

If elected, what is your position on the proposed developments in the Mission area?  In general I favor a balanced development plan.  I also favor good access for the public into a process of establishing an updated development plan. The Citizens of Kelowna have not been encouraged to participate enough.   My experience suggests that improved opportunities for community input will result in a better plan.

I am not in favor of a concrete jungle close to the water in the Mission. I support maintaining as much of the waterfront as reasonably possible for the community at large.  I support attempting to maximize green space close to the water. One way to provide more open space is to allow property to build higher. In general I favor increasing height as you move away from the water. Land owners and community citizens alike deserve fairness which includes timely decision making.

We also need to recognize that the owners of property no matter who they are deserve timely and fair decision making. While I would work diligently to achieve the above goals I recognize that sometimes we cannot achieve all of our goals instantly.

 

Each development application needs to be considered on the merits of the individual application. The only way to make a fair decision is to hear the case for and against any development proposal and then make a fair objective decision.

 

 

What course of action to you propose to deal with the height issues as well as the capacity and transportation issues? 

 

There are always conflicting views in a community and it is the role of the planning department and the Council to do their best to clarify planning documents that provide all property owners the rules for development.  The rules need to show balance for conflicting objectives.   Items such as the cost of the city infrastructure required for different types of development must be considered.   A sprawling city is very expensive to service and too much density creates a feeling of being closed in.  Economic realities determine what is and is not possible.  Any development plan must meet a requirement for  good environmental stewardship.   Managed growth provides an increasing tax base that allows a city to fund community programs that are in great demand.  Higher density tends to be more efficient to service, less costly to build and maintain. Higher density reduces the carbon emissions caused by unnecessary urban sprawl.  A community can have too much urban sprawl and it can also have too much concentrated density.   

  

4.  What is your vision on helping Kelowna become a sustainable City?

 

To be a sustainable city many factors must be balanced to allow the City to move forward and indeed be sustainable.

 

The literature is very clear that the following five factors have great promise to sustain communities.

 

         Compact forms of residential 
Development.

         Mixed land use; homes, jobs and 
shopping in close proximity

         Employment based primarily on 
education and skills

         Realistic initiatives for job creation

         Creating the opportunity to optimize local supply

 

The following is an action plan with sustainability as a core value.

 


10 Point Action Plan
 

1. Healthy-Safe Community
2. Creation of a Full Transit Service 

3. Responsible Financial Planning

4. Enhanced Economic Development

5. Centre of Excellence for Health and Education

6. World Class Centre for Innovative Research and

7.  New Tourism Initiatives including  a National Class Convention Centre

8.  Introduction of the Ward System and Easy Access for Citizen Participation 

9. Remove the barriers to Affordable housing

10. Environmental Stewardship

  
5.  Okanagan Lake is the major source of drinking water for the North, Central and South Okanagan populations.  What steps would you take to ensure that water quality is protected and enhanced? 

 

Water and Sewer are two extremely important responsibilities which municipalities must be held accountable for.  The quality of the management of the sewage utility has a great impact on the availability, cost and quality of water. It is not possible to be effective or efficient without a holistic approach. 

 

 

Step 1.  Work towards the establishment of a single Civic authority for the management of both the water and sewer systems within the City’s boundaries.

 

Step 2.  Work towards the establishment of a Water Authority valley wide with terms of reference to include the ability to create regulations which must be met on a valley wide basis.  This water authority would have representation from the provincial government and municipalities.   The Authority would report to the Province.

 

Step 3.  Work towards establishing greater clarity on what is required of the City to ensure that the city meets reasonable objectives  in all areas of water and sewage management on a timely basis.

 

Step 4. Work towards the establishment of a 25 year capital budget  to address the needs of both water and sewage systems required into the future.  

 

  

As well, what is your opinion on how effective the Okanagan Basin Water Board has been on protecting Okanagan Lake. 

 

The Okanagan Basin Water Board has in general done an excellent job.  The people involved should be commended for their work.   Much of their work can be continued and enhanced with the appropriate statute law with the creation of an authority.  They could provide significant wise input into the appropriate structure, terms of reference  and the legal powers of the proposed authority.
