Response of Shelly Nicholl

1.  Are you in favour of sinking Okanagan Lake Bridge into Okanagan Lake?  If so why and if not why?
I'd like to be assured that this will not harm the lake and I’m not convinced of that at this point. I understand there are alternative removal options, but I'm not sure how feasible those are or if they have been explored thoroughly.
 

2.  If you are elected,  would you support amending the current pesticide bylaw to not allow commercial pesticide applicators to spray cosmetic pesticides in the City of Kelowna? When the bylaw comes into force in 2009 homeowners will not be allowed to spray cosmetic pesticides within City limits. 
 

I'd like, first, to hear from those using the cosmetic pesticides to see how this could be accomplished and how extensive spraying is now. The spraying should cease, but I'd like input on realistic deadlines and other options before such a restriction comes forth.
 

3.  On October 24, 2007, in a memo to the City Manager, the City planning department made recommendations regarding the OCP Growth Strategy for the South Pandosy Sector (Mission area). They included withholding support for any development until there has been public input into the Official Community Plan, withholding support for development variance permit applications or rezoning applications that result in height beyond four stories for commercial and residential and six stories for apartment/hotels and eight stories for the Lakeshore/Watt site. 
 

Currently development applications for the Mission area have come before the Advisory planning commission such as the Mission group's Aqua project proposing variance of the height to accommodate three high rise towers. Other development applications in the area include Manteo, Hiawatha trailer park, Gyro Beach Resort (all seeking height variances) and a current project being built by MKS on Trusswell Road. 
 

If elected, what is your position on the proposed developments in the Mission area?  What course of action to you propose to deal with the height issues as well as the capacity and transportation issues? 
 

Ideally, the OCP review and sector plan should be complete before moving ahead as has been stipulated. After that point, I would look at any variance requests individually. This is a hot area of concern and it has to be handled carefully. Lakeshore Drive is a big issue as far as transportation goes, since it's already busy and with more development in the Mission, the traffic will increase and many of those in the commercial area of South Pandosy don't support four-laning.
 

 

4.  What is your vision on helping Kelowna become a sustainable City?
This is important for a community that is growing as fast as Kelowna is and will continue to grow. I look at sustainability on all levels, not just our resources, but having enough jobs, services, social services and security to handle the load. For environmental concerns, there is certainly agreement that Kelowna should look towards alternative energy sources, energy and water conservation and green initiatives. I always think practically and realize there are costs associated with greener measurers and would like to see the community in line with whatever measures are taken.
 

5.  Okanagan Lake is the major source of drinking water for the North, Central and South Okanagan populations.  What steps would you take to ensure that water quality is protected and enhanced? As well, what is your opinion on how effective the Okanagan Basin Water Board has been on protecting Okanagan Lake. 
This an area that needs to looked at in tandem with other Okanagan communities and the regional districts. Everyone has to be at the table on making sure the water quality is protected. 
